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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Receipt is acl^nowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), wliicli 
papers have been placed of record in tine file. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1, 2, and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Wang (US Patent No. 6,069,715). 

With reference to claim 1 , Wang discloses a scanner apparatus provided with 
both a flatbed mechanism and an auto-document feeder mechanism, characterized in 

that: 

the auto-document feeder mechanism is supported via a movable coupling 
mechanism so that the relative position and relative orientation of the auto-document 
feeder mechanism in relation to the flatbed mechanism can be changed (Wang's 
Abstract, an image scanner capable of scanning two single sided scanners including an 
automatic document feeder (ADF) and image capture device, a base, and a flatbed 
scanner with its own image capture device). 
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With reference to claim 2 (depends on claim 1 ), Wang further discloses the 
scanner apparatus wherein: 

an auto-document feeder mechanism support base is provided at a position that 
does not obstruct the opening and closing of a paper-pressing board of the flatbed 
mechanism, and the auto-document feeder mechanism is disposed on the auto- 
document feeder mechanism support base via the movable coupling mechanism, 
whereby reading with the flatbed mechanism and reading with the auto-document 
feeder mechanism are simultaneously performed (column 3 lines 35-67, column 4 lines 
1-12, and column 5 lines 1-9, the scanner apparatus can be used in single scanner 
mode as a single image scanning machine using separate paper path that is not 
obstructed by the ADF, FIG 5-6; column 4 lines 13-67, and column 5 lines 1-9, two 
sides of document are scanned simultaneously, i.e. the reading with flatbed mechanism 
and reading with ADF mechanism are automatically performed, FIG 7-8). 

With reference to claim 5 (depends on claim 1 ), Wang further discloses the 
scanner apparatus comprising: 

as the movable coupling mechanism, coupling protrusions provided on a bottom 
portion of the auto-document feeder mechanism, wherein the coupling protrusions are 
inserted into selected holes of attachment holes provided at a plurality of positions on 
the flatbed mechanism, whereby the auto-document feeder mechanism can be 
disposed at a selected position with an orientation selected from opposite orientations 
(column 3 lines 10-27, a plurality of posts, FIG 5/33, and a plurality of plug-in holes, FIG 
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5/43, relating to fixing posts 33. Posts 44 plug into the plug-in holes 43 for securing the 
main body of the ADF to the base). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wang (US Patent No. 6,069,715) as applied to claim rejection 1 above, and further in 
view of Koshimizu et al. (US Patent No. 6,522,862). 

With reference to claim 3 (depends on claim 1), Wang does not disclose: 
a scanner apparatus further comprising, as the movable coupling mechanism, 
rails provided on the flatbed mechanism, a slider which is movable along the rails, and a 
rotating post for coupling the slider and the auto-document feeder mechanism, whereby 
the auto-document feeder mechanism can be moved along the rails and rotated. 

However, Koshimizu et al. discloses a compact image forming apparatus or 
scanner (column 10 lines 1-13, the ADF, FIG 13/11, can be drawn out (on sliders 
moving along the rails) and rotated with a rotating rod, FIG 10/17, coupling the ADF and 
the base). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary sl<ill in the art at 
the time of invention to modify Wang's device using the mechanism disclosed by 
Koshimizu et al. to enable the application that requires user to employ slide-able and 
rotational ADF. 

With reference to claim 4 (depends on claim 1), Wang does not disclose image 
forming apparatus comprising: 

as the movable coupling mechanism, rails provided on the flatbed mechanism, 
and the auto-document feeder mechanism itself having a shape which enables the 
auto-document feeder mechanism to be fitted onto the rails with an orientation selected 
from opposite orientations, whereby the auto-document feeder mechanism itself can 
move along the rails 

However, Koshimizu et al. further discloses (column 10 lines 1-7, the ADF, FIG 
13/11, is drawably constructed using drawing operation mechanism (movable coupling 
mechanism or slider assembly). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention to modify Wang's device using the mechanism disclosed by 
Koshimizu et al. to enable the application that requires user to employ slide-able and 
rotational ADF. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner should be directed to Ngon Nguyen whose telephone number is (571)270- 
7533. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Thur 8-5 est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Benny Tieu can be reached on (571)272-7490. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
/NGON NGUYEN/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2625 

/Benny Q Tieu/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



